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Fellow Members, 

This is our second publication since the Corona virus came to our country.  The publication 
is pretty much back to normal, though some columns are short. 

We now have a very nice and improved Website for our group (thanks to Si’s long hours) 
and, though it’s still a work in progress, contains much information and many links in one 
place that might help you get information that otherwise would take a much longer search 
time. 

There weren't a lot of pictures sent in this cycle, so that feature of the OC will stop with this 
issue.  Perhaps a once per year photo publication might be a better way to go if there is any 
interest. 

And if any reader has any ideas on how to make this a better publication, please let me know.  
It is your publication.  Stay Safe. 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENT REMARKS 

I wish our North DFW MOAA members and friends well as we wind up the 
summer.  Again, I hope that you are all doing as best as can be expected as we 
continue to battle through the coronavirus situation.  As I have previously stat-
ed, if you need any assistance—such as getting medicine, groceries, or sup-
plies, or if you need a ride somewhere—please contact me or another chapter 
member and we will get you the assistance you need. 

Due to the ongoing coronavirus situation, we will hold another virtual chapter 
meeting, via ZOOM (video and audio) on September 9.  There is nothing spe-
cial for you to load on your computer or smart phone.  Just click the link we 
will send the day prior, and you will be in the ZOOM meeting.  We plan on 
having a guest speaker and will address other chapter business. 

A special thanks to our Treasurer, Dave Nelson, for designing and purchasing a 
chapter challenge coin for the North DFW MOAA Chapter. We ordered 300 
coins, and are selling them for $10 apiece.  We also plan on giving them out as 
tokens of appreciation for our dinner meeting speakers as well as to our annual 
scholarship recipients.  The coins are available for purchase now through Dave 
Nelson. 

Next, I am pleased to announce that, for the sixteenth time since 2001, our 
Chapter received the 5-Star Level of Excellence Award for 2019.  This is large-
ly due to your efforts supporting veteran-related programs in the community, 
and due to our legislative efforts on behalf of veterans at the local, state, and 
national level. 

Finally, we have made significant updates to our Chapter website https://
www.northdfwmoaa.com.  It has links to all sorts of useful areas, as well as the 
past year’s newsletters, and a calendar of upcoming events.  Take some time to 
browse through it.  If you think of any other valuable information we can in-
clude, please contact me with the suggestions. 

Have a safe rest of the summer.  I hope that we can all get together soon.  

 

https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/
https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/
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Not much to report on at this time.  The only current project is securing a speaker for Sep-
tember’s meeting, but with the pandemic still around nothing is finalized yet. 

Thanks again for your support, take care of each other, and stay safe until we meet again.  

November 11, 2020 

Dinner Meeting 

TBD 

December 9, 2020 

Dinner Meeting 

TBD 

September 9, 2020 

Dinner Meeting  

TBD 

 

Joe Mark Culwell, one of the founding members of our chapter, passed away 
20 Jun 2020. 

He was born in Dublin, TX., was married to his wife Vikki for 51 years, and 
they had one son.  His wife survives him, as does son Troy, sister Sherry and 
several grandchildren.  He was a career Navy pilot and retired from the Navy 
in 1988.  He began working in the Naval Junior ROTC programs in Corpus 
Christi and in 1993, came to Lewisville ISD and helped establish the NJROTC 
program at Lewisville HS.  The NJROTC quickly rose to the top 10% national-
ly.  Joe was also very involved in civic and church affairs as well as many vol-
unteer organizations. 

CDR Culwell was buried in the Dallas National Cemetery.  RIP 
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Currently we list 85-chapter members on our roster.  Of the 85 
we have eight surviving spouse members and two active duty 
members. The chapter has exempted surviving spouses and ac-
tive duty members from paying dues which means seventy-six 

of us pay dues.  Four of our seventy-six have yet to pay 2020 dues.  Dues are ex-
pected on or before 1 January. Toward the end of the year delinquent members are 
dropped from the chapter.   

The chapter receives monthly lists of national MOAA members eligible to join our 
chapter.  We send invitations to all.  The chapter will send invitations to 23 national 
members in July.  All seem to be newly relocated into our area.  The response to 
these invitations is never overwhelming.  We’ve been averaging one to two percent 
responses on the invitations, but we never pester by asking more than once.   

National MOAA has several membership categories.  The LIFE membership can be 
a good deal for seniors because you don’t have to be concerned with it expiring eve-
ry year.  It is price based on age.  PREMIUM costs $4 per month, and BASIC is 
FREE.  This year we had five Chapter members have their PREMIUM membership 
expire.  BASIC is not automatic.  If you want it, you must contact MOAA national 
and request it.  National lets me apply for you if I have your written permission (like 
an e-mail).  Of the five, two members responded with permission to apply for them 
and they are now BASIC members.  The others did not respond, nor have they taken 
care of their membership situation.  

If you are unsure of your national membership, I can check the national roster, called 
“The Committee Module” for you.  Just call or e-mail me at dickcook@tx.rr.com.  
Chapters with all members national members are eligible for cash awards.  As far as 
I am concerned, national membership is a personal preference for each member.  I 
am delighted to have you as a chapter member.  Cash rewards are pleasant but not as 
important as happy chapter members in my opinion.   

All new members and guests are invited to a dinner meeting by Chapter President Si 
Simonson so that we can get to meet and greet them.  The new members get to know 
the rest of us, and it is encouragement for them to become regulars at our meetings.   

 Still the best source of new chapter members comes directly from you.  Your friends 

and associates that qualify for chapter membership make great members.  Just let 

President Si Simonson or me know how to contact your prospects and Si will invite 

them to a chapter dinner in your name and let you introduce them around.  Do your 

friends a favor and invite them to enjoy the benefits of chapter membership. 

mailto:dickcook@tx.rr.com
Owner
Rectangle
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3rd VICE PRESIDENT — LEGISLATIVE 
& Community Activities 

LTC Ginger Simonson. USA (Ret) 

Normally at this time of year, we would be meeting in earnest with our state representatives 
to discuss new or enhanced proposed laws for the 2021 Texas Legislative session. Of course, 
the pandemic has upended those plans in terms of in-person meetings and in terms of what 
funds may be available for new initiatives.  There have been no legislative committee meet-
ings since February, and none are scheduled. 
But, with an old Army adage in mind – “Adapt and Overcome”, we have found a new way of 
getting some of our initiatives into policy recommendations for the legislature. Specifically, I 
was fortunate to become part of two state policy workgroups within the Texas Coordinating 
Council for Veteran Services (TCCVS), the Mental Health Workgroup and the Criminal Jus-
tice Workgroup. The TCCVS is made up of 22 state agencies/departments that focus on spe-
cific policy areas affecting veterans, servicemembers, and their families. TCCVS is charged 
with: 

1. Coordinating the activities of state agencies that assist veterans, servicemembers, and their 
families. 
2. Coordinating outreach efforts that ensure that veterans, servicemembers, and their families 
are made aware of services. 
3. Facilitating collaborative relationships among state, federal, and local agencies and private 
organizations to identify and address issues affecting veterans, servicemembers, and their 
families. 
 
The TCCVS will provide a final report of policy recommendations to the Governor and State 
Legislature this fall. At that time, I will provide you a link to the final report.  In the mean-
time, here’s a link to the report provided to State leaders before the 2019 Legislative Session - 
https://www.tvc.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TCCVS-Fourth-Report-1-Oct-
2018.pdf 
 
In other state related news, all 150 state house representatives are up for reelection as are 16 
State Senators. In fact, this may be one of the most jam-packed ballots in history, as munici-
pal elections, normally held in May, were postposed until November. Here’s a list of open 
seats -  
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/candidates/guide/2020/offices2020.shtml  

 

https://www.tvc.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TCCVS-Fourth-Report-1-Oct-2018.pdf
https://www.tvc.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TCCVS-Fourth-Report-1-Oct-2018.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/candidates/guide/2020/offices2020.shtml
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Anyone 65 years or older may vote by mail. You can download the application on-line or re-
quest it by mail. You can mail your ballot as early as 60 days before the election, but no later 
than 11 days before the election.  These 2 websites will tell you everything you need to know, 
if you choose to vote by mail: 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabbm.shtml 
https://www.votetexas.gov/voting/when.html#helpful-hints-on-voting-early-by-mail 
If you prefer, early voting starts on October 13 and ends on October 30th. 

 

What’s Up in Congress 

Congress has passed the National Defense Authorization Act every year for 
nearly six decades. Hopefully, they will continue that track record. Both the 

House and Senate passed their versions of the bill earlier this summer. Now it is up to the 
conference committees to hammer out the differences and present a final bill to the President 
before 30 September, the end of the Fiscal Year.  While the House version included one of 
MOAA’s most pressing concerns regarding DoD’s military treatment facility restructuring 
and DoD medical billet reductions, the Senate version does not. That’s why, MOAA has 
asked us to direct our advocacy efforts to Senators Cornyn and Cruz. Please go to this link 
and urge of Senators to support the House version of sections 714 and 715 of the bill. Every-
thing you need to advocate via phone or email is at this link -   
https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/storming-the-hill/summer-storm-2020/ 

 The annual summer storm of MOAA Advocacy on Capitol Hill (which lasts 
through September 13 will be mostly virtual this year. It is critical that every 
single MOAA member and spouse support this effort. Please let our Senators 
know that you are from the North DFW Chapter, TX 31 of MOAA! Act 
NOW!  

 

President Trump Signed Three Veteran-Related Bills into Law on August 8, 2020 
H.R. 886, the “Veteran Treatment Court Coordination Act of 2019,” which requires the 
U.S. Department of Justice, in coordination with VA, to establish a Veterans Treatment Court 
Program. 
H.R. 3504, the “Ryan Kules and Paul Benne Specially Adaptive Housing Improvement 
Act of 2019,” which amends various VA authorities related to the specially adapted housing, 
education benefit, work-study, and home loan programs. 
H.R. 4920, the “Department of Veterans Affairs Contracting Preference Consistency 
Act of 2020,” which provides for an exception to certain VA small business contracting re-
quirements. 
 

 

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. 
Learn more at this link - 
https://www.wearewithinreach.net/ 

 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabbm.shtml
https://www.votetexas.gov/voting/when.html#helpful-hints-on-voting-early-by-mail
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/05/21/will-the-military-widows-tax-disappear-this-year/
https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/storming-the-hill/summer-storm-2020/
https://www.wearewithinreach.net/
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Coupon Update 

Not only is the number of coupons in the paper decreasing but 

without meetings I am getting fewer coupons during this lull in 

meetings.  Thanks to Lenore Hollis, Janet Key, RoseMarie Vickory and me the 

chapter sent a coupon package to our Navy base in Roto, Spain in August. The 

Air Force base at Kadena, Japan is next in line for a package. One package to an 

overseas commissary is better than none so please mail coupons to me when we 

aren’t meeting.  Debby Allbach, 1116 Carousel Drive, Bedford, TX 76021.  

Thank you. 

Like us on Facebook:  North DFW Military Officers Association 
https://www.facebook.com/North-DFW-Military-Officers-Association  

 Surviving Spouse News… 

Surviving spouses have access at no charge to a virtual network that meets via a 
phone conference quarterly.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 20, 2020 
at 1 pm EDT.  

The purposes of the Virtual Chapter are to:  

 *Provide information and exchange ideas 
 *Find solutions to problems or issues affecting surviving spouses 
 *Be a resource for surviving spouses 
 *Reach out to younger surviving spouses and to those living where  
               MOAA chapters are not available 
 *Be an enhancement to regular chapters—the virtual chapter does not take the           
    place of a regular chapter.                

Current membership stands at 127 from 28 states, the American Virgin Islands & an APO! 

On the last call I learned there is a Surviving Spouse FaceBook page.  Follow the activity on the site 
which has been renamed “MOAA Surviving Spouse and Friends”.  There are almost 300 members. It is 
a closed group which means that persons desiring to join must be vetted and only those who are mem-
bers can view what is posted.  Because it is a closed group, it is easier to manage and monitor for 
trolling by unscrupulous persons.  It is meant to be a resource and a place where questions can be asked.  
Surviving Spouses regardless of the rank of their military members as well as family members may 
join.  It is important that persons desiring to join the group answer the questions that are asked when 
making application for membership.   

 

 

SURVIVING SPOUSES REPORT FOR JULY NEWSLETTER 

DEBBY ALLBACH 

COUPON REPORT FOR JULY NEWSLETTER 

DEBBY ALLBACH 

https://www.facebook.com/North-DFW-Military-Officers-Association-1894432060829540
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NORTH DFW MOAA 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

MAJ. DAVE NELSON(RET.) 

Greetings from the Finance Department: 

As we try to decide whether to wear or not to wear, to meet or not to meet and to 
watch the craziness in Washington every day, your board is holding monthly 
meetings over Zoom and trying to look forward to our next actual dinner meet-
ing.  Keeping our fingers crossed for actually having one in 2020…  The board 
did vote to go forward on purchasing custom challenge coins for our chapter.  
Those coins have arrived and I will enclose photos of the obverse and reverse 
(front and back) faces for you.  The coins are 1-3/4” across, are $10 each and if 
you wish to order them, just send a check to the chapter P.O. Box and I will get 
them either sent or personally delivered to you.  I purchased 10 with the intention 
of giving them to some of my old retired military buddies as a coercive technique 
to have them join our chapter.  The chapter will be using the coins as awards giv-
en to guest speakers and supporters.  The coins will also serve as a fund raiser for 
the chapter which will help fund the grants and gifts given by the chapter from 
time to time. 

The chapter treasury has a current total balance of $15,935.68.  This includes 
$4375.10 in the Scholarship fund and $11,560.58 in the Operating Fund.  The on-
ly activity in the last couple months has been reimbursements for postage and 
Scholarship supplies, a couple of dues deposits and the purchase of the challenge 
coins. 

I want to remind everyone that if you pay your 2021 dues before 31Dec20, the 

dues are only $20.  Not only that but you are also entered into a drawing for free 

membership in 2021.  Pretty good deal as Charlie Correll discovered when his 

name was drawn for the free dues.   
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BELOW:  Col. Greg Schultz and son PFC Michael Schultz.  Michael finished his enlist-
ment in Field Artillery, was discharged, and now finishing up at UNT and, as a ROTC 
member, will be commissioned a 2nd Lt. upon graduation.  He is following many mem-
bers of his family in service to our country. 

ABOVE LEFT:  Doug Allbach’s Mom and wife Debby pin on 1st Lt. bars at Boston Universary. 

ABOVE RIGHT:  Doug and Debby in July 1971 Change of Command ceremony in Mainz, Germany 
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GINGER AND SI WITH CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY RAY ODIERNO 
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ABOVE:  SI AND OBVIOUSLY EXHAUSTED ROBIN WILLIAMS IN SADDAM’S PALACE. 

BELOW LEFT: GINGERS OFFICIAL OCS PIC FROM FT. BENNING, GA.  1981 

BELOW RIGHT:  CADET COL. DAVE NELSON’S 1976  PIC AT SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY. 
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NOTICE 

PERMANENT NAME BADGES ARE AVAILABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER      SPOUSE/GUEST 

FIRST NAME____________________________________________  LAST 
NAME_________________________________________ 

VERSION (CIRCLE ONE)   MEMBER SPOUSE/GUEST 

ATTACHMENT (CIRCLE ONE)    CLUTCH ($10)  PIN ($10) MAGNETIC ($13) 

 

FIRST NAME____________________________________________  LAST 
NAME_________________________________________ 
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North DFW Military Officers Association 

Elected Officers and 

Committee/Project Leaders 

Elected Officers  

PRESIDENT  — COL Si Simonson USAR (Ret), 817-683-2874   si.simonson@verizon.net 

1st VICE PRESIDENT — PROGRAMS & SUPPORT   

    LtCol Bob Little USAFR (Ret),  972-355-8355  heedlock@gmail.com  

2nd VICE PRESIDENT —MEMBERSHIP  LT Dick Cook USN (Ret), 817-430-1427   dickcook@tx.rr.com 

3rd VICE PRESIDENT — LEGISLATATIVE & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  LTC Ginger Simonson. USA 
(Ret), 817-683-2870, vgws56@gmail.com 

SECRETARY — LTC Doug Allbach, USA (Ret), 817-788-2652, dallbach@sbcglobal.net 

TREASURER — MAJ Dave Nelson, USAF (Ret), 972-740-8449, davenelson@tx.rr.com 

PAST PRESIDENT — CW2 Doug Brown USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, douglasabrown@verizon.net 

Appointed Committee/Project Leaders 

Community Activities: 

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIP  
  LTC Rich Crossley Jr., USA (Ret), & Gail Crossley, 972-355-7015, Richard.Crossley@FWISD.org 
USO DFW SUPPORT — LTC Ann Treleven, USA (Ret), 817-571-6253, anniemctree@sbcglobal.net 

SHOPPING COUPONS OVERSEAS — Debby Allbach 817-788-2652, dallbach@sbcglobal.net 

COMMUNITY MILITARY ADVISOR/COORDINATOR — CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret),  214-755-1153 

                 douglasabrown@verizon.net 

Support: 

SURVIVING SPOUSE  LIASION  —  Debby Allbach  817-788-2652, dallbach@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER — CW4 David Kerbow, USA (Ret),  214-435–4952   
           david.kerbow@gmail.com 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS —  Maj Keith Lockhart, USAF (Ret),  972-317-8242, keithlockhart@verizon.net 

CHAPLAIN — Col Charlie Correll, USAF (Ret), 940-241-3136, cncorrell@verizon.net 

HISTORIAN— CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, douglasbrown@verizon.net 
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Description Amount 

2020 North DFW MOAA Chapter Membership Dues 

North DFW MOAA Chapter membership dues are separate from and in ad-
dition to your National MOAA Dues. 

 2020 DUES:     $25.00 (DUE 1 JAN 2020). 

 2021 DUES:     $20.00 (IF PAID BEFORE 31 DEC 2020). 

 NOTE:   If 2021 dues are paid early you are entered into a     

  drawing for free 2022 dues. 

 NOTE:  Chapter Challenge Coins:  $10.00/each. 

 

  

Voluntary Scholarship Contribution 

Contributions go toward our annual scholarships awarded each September. 

Contributions to the scholarship fund are tax deductible.  Please make a 
copy of this invoice and retain it as proof of payment for your taxes.  

  

Total Amount Enclosed: Check #   

Make Checks payable to:       North DFW MOAA                                                              

“An Association of  Military Officers(& their surviving spouses) of the Seven Uniformed Services of the United States” 

Affiliated with the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 370,000 Members — “One Powerful Voice” 

MOAA is an information services association and advocate for active and retired families . 

“One Powerful Voice” 

North DFW Military Officers Association 
P. O. Box 294685, Lewisville, Texas 75029-4685 

cncorrell@verizon.net 

2020 Membership Application/Renewal 
Invoice Date:  01/01/2020 

 Bill To: 

 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________PHONE_____________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________ 

 


