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FELLOW MEMBERS,  

You usually find this space filled with a meeting location, a (hopefully) inter-
esting program, and a menu of items for your upcoming meal.  And this for-
mat will return, hopefully sooner rather than later. 

But for now, please enjoy some good articles from your elected officers and 
some great  pics of the Berlin Airlift Memorial and the aircraft flying that most 
memorable mission.  

For those who would like to see some of your old friends in this organization, 
Ginger will be hosting a Virtual Social Hour via ZOOM on June 10th in which 
all are invited.  If you havenôt ZOOMôd yet, itôs not that difficult and is a good 
way to visit with kids, grandkids, etc.  There is more information in this issue.  
Give it a try. 

Hopefully, everyone is staying healthy.  Si has mentioned that if anyone needs 
help of any kind, please reach out to him...we take care of our members. 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENT REMARKS 

Hello North DFW MOAA members and friends.  I hope that you are doing as best as 
can be expected during the current situation.  These are uncertain times with the corona-
virus.  Even today as I write this column, 20,000 new people in the United States are 
daily diagnosed with the coronavirus.  So please continue to take the necessary precau-
tions to be safe:  social distancing, wearing a mask when you are outside, and washing 
your hands frequently. 
 That being said, please contact me if you need any assistance during the current situ-
ationðsuch as needing someone to go to the store for you, pick up medication, or con-
duct any other errand that you need assistance with.  The best way to contact me is via 
email:  si.simonson@verizon.net or phone: 817-683-2874.  Please donôt be shy to ask if 
you need assistance or supplies. We will get a chapter member to assist you quickly. 
 Because of the coronavirus, we will NOT hold our regular dinner meeting in June.  
Due to the social distancing guidelines for restaurants, they will only be able to seat at 
25% to 50% capacity, with the occupied tables being separated by at least six feet from 
each other.  Thus, we will be unable to hold a dinner meeting in our chosen or alternate 
dining venues.  We are still tentatively planning to hold our next scheduled dinner meet-
ing in September.  However, we will make the decision in August, based on the corona-
virus situation at that time. 
 As a result, we would still like to hold a virtual Chapter meeting on June 17 at 6PM 
using your computer, smart phone, or regular phone.  It is called a ZOOM meeting, and 
you will be getting an invite to the ZOOM meeting from Ginger Simonson.  You do not 
need to download any apps or software to join.  Just clink on the link that Ginger pro-
vides, follow the instructions that pop up to activate your camera and speaker, and you 
are in. In the ZOOM meeting, we will be able to see each other (if you have a webcam 
or phone camera). See the article by Ginger in this newsletter discussing the ZOOM 
meeting. 
 This newsletter also contains a section highlighting some of the Chapterôs accom-
plishments over the past year. The article is based on the information we submitted this 
year for the MOAA Level of Excellence award.  As you may be aware since 2001, our 
Chapter has  received the 5-star Level of Excellence 15 times, and the 4-Star Level of 
Excellence once.  Our Chapter has a current streak of winning a Level of Excellence 
award every year since 2004.   
 Finally, I close on a sad note.  Two of our Chapter members passed away recently.  
Thomas Webb (Brigadier General, USAF, Retired) passed away on March 31.  Dolores 
(Dolly) Land, the wife of Colonel Vince Land, passed away on April 21, 2020.  See no-
tices of both their passing on p13. 

mailto:si.simonson@verizon.net
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Chapter Highlights 
 
 The impacts of our small chapter are felt across the community. Our 

chapter maintains excellent relationships ǘƘŀǘ enhancŜ our advocacy efforts 
at the city, county, state, and federal levels. Here are some samples of the 
achievements of our chapter members. 

 Doug Brown serves as the Flower Mound VeteranΩǎ Liaison and has an 
effective and cordial working relationship with all Council Members. He is 
highly respected and is routinely asked for input on Veterans issues and fre-
quently is the deciding voice on these issues. He has a leadership role in all 
Veterans related events, like the Veterans and Memorial Day celebrations 
and the Veterans Day Flag relay. The Governor of Texas awarded the Na-
tional Service Make a Difference Award to Doug Brown last year.  
 Ginger Simonson, our Legislative Liaison, routinely works with the Vet-
erans Administration, the Texas Veterans Commission, and the Denton 
County Commissioners Court to raise awareness on issues related to mental 
health treatment for veterans and to secure legislative backing on key Veter-
ans issues related to Veterans Treatment Courts and Veterans behavioral 
health issues. She works closely with other Veteran Service providers to di-
rectly support Veterans and family members with service-related issues. She 
facilitated the issuance of formal Proclamations related to Veteran PTSD and 
Suicide Awareness Month in Texas in June 2019 by the city of Lewisville, 
TX and the Denton County Commissionersô Court.  
 At the State level, our chapter is a powerful voice on the Texas Council 
of chapters, providing input to guide the Councilôs efforts in focusing on 
veteran-related legislation at the bi-annual state legislative sessions. Ginger 
provided strategy presentations at multiple Texas Council of Chapters meet-
ings on how to prepare for the upcoming legislative session and on the is-
sues that we would advocate for. Several of our members advocated in Aus-
tin in March 2019 and testified on a number of Veteran-related bills that 
were ultimately passed by the Legislature and signed into law by the Gover-
nor. 
 Camilla Zimbal is the Commander of Women Veterans of America, the 
only such accredited chapter in Texas. Chris Hampton is on the Board of Di-
rectors for Heroes on the Water and the local Susan Komen affiliate. He also 
organizes monthly camaraderie events for local Veterans, to enhance Veter-
ans involvement with city and county events. A former chapter member, 
Sharon Balsley, received the Congressional Veteran Commendation award 
from Congressman Burgess.  
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Berlin Airlift Veterans Memorial 

Veterans Memorial Park, Wichita, Kansas  

Sept. 26, 2019 

 

 

Veterans of the Berlin Airlift (1948-49) gathered in Wichita, Kansas last Sep-
tember for the dedication ceremony of the Berlin Airlift Memorial.  Wichita is one of 
only three Veterans Memorial Parks in the U.S. that will have a monument honoring 
the Berlin Airlift. 

 The Berlin Airlift was considered the first conflict of the Cold War between 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union.  Referred to as one of the greatest humanitarian ef-
forts in modern history, the Berlin Airlift delivered food, medicine, and supplies to 
Berlin, Germany in 1948 and 1949 after the city was cut off by the Soviet Union in 
the years immediately following World War II. 

 Living veterans of the Airlift, along with their families and members of the 
Berlin Airlift Veterans Association, gathered in Veterans Memorial Park for the un-
veiling ceremony.  Dignitaries from the city and state gave prepared remarks to hon-
or the occasion.  Airlift Veteran Col. Gail Halvorsen, also famously known as ñThe 
Candy Bomber,ò gave prepared remarks and later gave interviews to the local me-
dia. 

 The Berlin Airlift Veterans Association (BAVA) was established in 1989 to 
honor the memory of the veterans who participated in the airlift and to keep a histori-
cal record of the airlift for future generations.  North DFW chapter member Bob Lit-
tle is a life-member of BAVA by virtue of his mother, Lois Little, who was assigned 
to the Berlin office of General Lucius Clay during the airlift. 

Veterans Memorial Park:   http://wichitaveteransmemorialpark.com/ 

Berlin Airlift Veterans Assn:   http://berlinairliftveteransassociation.org/ 

 
Bob Little 

1st V-P 

 

http://wichitaveteransmemorialpark.com/
http://berlinairliftveteransassociation.org/
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The Berlin Airlift ran from June 24, 1948 thru May 
12, 1949.  It was one of the first major international 
conflicts of the Cold War.  The Soviets had blocked 
all land access to Berlin that was under US control, 
and this, the Berlin Airlift, was the US response to 
that blockade. 

 

ABOVE: Veterans and dignitaries gather at Veter-
ansôMemorial Park 26 Sep 2019 in Wichita, KS. to 
dedicate the Berlin Airlift Memorial. 

 

Right: Col Gail Halvorsen AKA The Candy Bomb-
er, gave prepared remarks. 

 

BOTTOM:  Veteransô Memorial Park Nameplate. 

 

Pictures provided by Bob Little 


