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The Holiday Season is near, Fellow Members, and so, hopefully,  is the vaccine to treat 
this dreaded Coronvirus-19.  My heart goes out to all fellow Americans and their families 
who have been affected by it. It appears the beginning of the end of the pandemic might be 
in sight. 

 

It certainly has affected the way we socialize and carry on with our everyday lives, and 
this includes how our DFW MOAA meetings are run.  Our meeting for December will be 
via Zoom, and though it will never be the same as a good Bisteca Steak House Gala like 
last year, you can still enjoy seeing and talking with some old and new friends while en-
joying a beverage of your choice. 

 

Hope to see you there. 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENT REMARKS 

I wish our North DFW MOAA members and friends well as we enter the winter season.  
Again, I hope that you are all doing as best as can be expected as we continue to battle 
through the coronavirus pandemic.  As I have previously stated, if you need any assis-
tance—such as getting medicine, groceries, or supplies, or if you need a ride somewhere—
please contact me or another chapter member and we will get you the assistance you need. 

Congratulations to Dick Cook for being awarded the Congressional Veteran Commendation 
by Congressman Michael Burgess.  Dick was well deserving of the Commendation by his 
continued service to the community after retiring from the military.  Well done!! 

Our November Zoom meeting was a success.  Mary G. Dale, a board member of the Texas 
Veterans Commission, gave a great presentation of the workings of the Texas Veterans Com-
mission, it’s website, and how it can meet your needs with respect to various veteran-related 
issues.  The slide show and points of contact will be posted on our Chapter Website: https://
www.northdfwmoaa.com/presentations-from-our-chapter-meet.  Check out the presentation 
if you missed the meeting.   

Due to the ongoing coronavirus environment, we will hold another virtual chapter meeting 
via Zoom (video and audio) on December 9 in lieu of our annual Christmas Gala.  We will 
hold a social hour and have a small presentation.  There is nothing special for you to load on 
your computer or smart phone.  Just click the link we will send the day prior, and you will 
be in the ZOOM meeting.  Even if you do not have a webcam you will still be able to hear 
and see the presentation. 

ELECTIONS:  At the November meeting we elected a new slate of Chapter Officers: 

President – Si Simonson 
Vice President for Programs – Bob Little 
Vice President for Membership– Gary Howe 
Vice President for Legislation Affairs – Ginger Simonson 
Secretary – Doug Allbach 
Treasurer – Dave Nelson 
 

See the Chapter Website for the full list of elected and appointed officers:  https://
www.northdfwmoaa.com/officers-committees.  
 
A reminder that dues for calendar year 2021 are due by January 31, 2021.  However, if you 
pay by December 31, 2020, you will save 5 bucks on dues ($20 vs. $25) and be entered into 
a drawing to receive free dues for 2022. 
I look forward to seeing you at the virtual chapter meeting on December 9.  

https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/presentations-from-our-chapter-meet
https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/presentations-from-our-chapter-meet
https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/officers-committees
https://www.northdfwmoaa.com/officers-committees
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The 2020 Election Season is pretty much behind us, although Texas has until December 3, 
2020 to certify the results.  The landscape in the Texas House and Senate won’t change 
much as incumbents by and large kept their seats.  Legislators have been pre-filing bills 
since the second week of November and there are 755 bills on the books (585 House Bills 
and 170 Senate Bills) as of 15 November. Eight of those are directly related to Veterans is-
sues. 
  

Two of the bills aim to improve the employment prospects of Veterans and spouses: HB 548 and HB 139.  
The former would expedite the ability of military Veterans and spouses to be certified to practice medicine 
and nursing in Texas.  For details, check this link -https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?
LegSess=87R&Bill=HB548 
 
The latter would expand the Texas Education commissioner ability to adopt rules establishing exceptions to 
examination requirements for an educator who is a military veteran or military spouse new to Texas, in order 
to expedite obtaining a teaching certificate in this state. For details, check this link - 
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB139 

I will be posting an updated spreadsheet on our MOAA website that lists all bills that relate to Veterans issues 
In Texas. Check there for updates. 

 
 

What’s Up in Congress 

 

Now that elections are over (save for a few run-offs), hopefully Congress will get back to 
the “business of The People”.  Actions needed include finalizing the House/Senate confer-
ence report on the Fiscal Year 2021 National Defense Authorization Act.   Congress must 
also enact another spending measure before the current continuing resolution expires on 
Dec. 11, 2020, either through an omnibus or another CR.   

And that brings me to this month’s legislative action items.   

  

3rd VICE PRESIDENT — LEGISLATIVE 
& Community Activities 

LTC Ginger Simonson. USA (Ret) 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB548
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB548
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB139
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/05/21/will-the-military-widows-tax-disappear-this-year/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8337/actions?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr8337%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8337/actions?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr8337%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
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Take Action 

Please take a few moments to write to your elected representatives.  

Go to this link and urge our leaders to Pass a Budget, on Time and Avoid Damage 
Caused by Continuing Resolutions 

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?3&engagementId=509173 

 

Continuing resolutions stall plans to modernize DoD and improve the lives of service-
members, military families, retirees, and veterans. New programs receive no funds while 
outdated ones limp forward. Looming shutdowns put some servicemembers’ pay at risk. 

 

Ask Your Lawmaker to Help Expand Benefits for Vietnam Veterans Exposed to Agent 
Orange 

 

The Senate version of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would expand 
the VA benefits available to Vietnam veterans exposed to herbicides such as Agent Or-
ange, adding conditions scientifically linked to such exposure.  

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/make-a-call?2&engagementId=509234 

Take Action 

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?3&engagementId=509173
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/take-action?engagementId=509234
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/take-action?engagementId=509234
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/make-a-call?2&engagementId=509234
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Like us on Facebook:  North DFW Military Officers Association 
https://www.facebook.com/North-DFW-Military-Officers-Association  

SURVIVING  SPOUSE FOR DEC 2020 NEWSLETTER 

DEBBY ALLBACH 

 

Surviving spouse newsletter December 2020. 

 

Surviving Spouses have a no cost virtual chapter the purposes of which are: 

*Provide information and exchange ideas 

*Find solutions to problems or issues affecting surviving spouses 

*Be a resource for surviving spouses 

*Reach out to younger surviving spouses and to those living where MOAA chap-
ters are not available 

*Be an enhancement to regular chapters—the virtual chapter does not take the 
place of a regular MOAA chapter.  

 

The October 20th meeting recording can be downloaded  at  <im-
age001.png> Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter Meeting 2020.mp4 

 

The next meeting will be 19 January 2020, noon Central time. 

 

More information can be found on the North DFW MOAA web page. 

https://www.facebook.com/North-DFW-Military-Officers-Association-1894432060829540
https://moaaorg-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/suzannew_moaa_org/ESkz1nZIIMlIgzzpgGBRluIBA3u8XjOr4n_6fVWFNRT1Bg?e=rjLgHF
https://moaaorg-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/suzannew_moaa_org/ESkz1nZIIMlIgzzpgGBRluIBA3u8XjOr4n_6fVWFNRT1Bg?e=rjLgHF
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NORTH DFW MOAA 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

MAJ. DAVE NELSON(RET.) 

December 9, 2020 

Zoom Virtual Social 

Self-Served Spirits & Finger-Food &  

An Hour of Friendship. 

Please Join If You Can. 

Another month, another couple dozen disposable masks in the trash.  The bank account has 
seen a little activity with a few of our members paying their 2021 dues early.  A five-dollar 
discount and a chance for free 2022 dues in the drawing, why not pay early?  A few of our 
members have made contributions to the scholarship fund which funds the grants and schol-
arships our chapter awards to students interested in a life of service to our country.  Also, we 
had a couple members purchase our challenge coins over the past month.  By the way we 
sent one of our coins to the guest speaker from our last meeting.  He really appreciated the 
gesture and sent a nice Thank You card back for it.  I believe the coins will continue to serve 
as a reminder that we are here and we also continue to serve in many ways.  I have personal-
ly given out 5 to old military buddies (OK, two of them to grandkids).  If you are interested 
in participating in any of the above, please fill out the renewal application in this OC and let 
me know how many challenge coins you would like.  As soon as I receive your order I will 
get in contact with you to arrange the delivery of the coins.  And thanks in advance for your 
support of our chapter.  As always, you can contact me at davenelson@tx.rr.com.  

mailto:davenelson@tx.rr.com
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NOTICE 

PERMANENT NAME BADGES ARE AVAILABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER      SPOUSE/GUEST 

FIRST NAME____________________________________________  LAST 
NAME_________________________________________ 

VERSION (CIRCLE ONE)   MEMBER SPOUSE/GUEST 

ATTACHMENT (CIRCLE ONE)    CLUTCH ($10)  PIN ($10) MAGNETIC ($13) 

 

FIRST NAME____________________________________________  LAST 
NAME_________________________________________ 
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North DFW Military Officers Association 

Elected Officers and 

Committee/Project Leaders 

Elected Officers  

PRESIDENT  — COL Si Simonson USAR (Ret), 817-683-2874,  si.simonson@verizon.net 

1st VICE PRESIDENT — PROGRAMS & SUPPORT   

    LtCol Bob Little USAFR (Ret),  972-355-8355,  heedlock@gmail.com  

2nd VICE PRESIDENT —MEMBERSHIP  MAJ Gary Howe, USAF (Ret), 210-473-5961, gphowe64@mac.com 

3rd VICE PRESIDENT — LEGISLATATIVE & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  LTC Ginger Simonson USA (Ret),
 817-683-2870, vgws56@gmail.com 

SECRETARY — LTC Doug Allbach, USA (Ret), 817-788-2652, dallbach@sbcglobal.net 

TREASURER — MAJ Dave Nelson, USAF (Ret), 972-740-8449, davenelson@tx.rr.com 

PAST PRESIDENT — CW2 Doug Brown USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, douglasabrown@verizon.net 

Appointed Committee/Project Leaders 

Community Activities: 

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIP  
  LTC Rich Crossley Jr., USA (Ret), & Gail Crossley, 972-355-7015, Richard.Crossley@FWISD.org 
USO DFW SUPPORT — MAJ Norma Cabanas, USAR, 214-916-8528, norma3j@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY MILITARY ADVISOR/COORDINATOR — CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret),  214-755-1153 

                 douglasabrown@verizon.net 

Support: 

SURVIVING SPOUSE  LIASION  —  Debby Allbach,  817-788-2652, dallbach@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER — CW4 David Kerbow, USA (Ret),  214-435–4952   
           david.kerbow@gmail.com 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS —  Vacant 

CHAPLAIN — COL Paul Vicalvi, USA(Ret), 803-414-3718, pvicalvi@aol.com 

HISTORIAN— CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, douglasbrown@verizon.net 

 

 

 



OFFICERS CALL DEC  2020   
9 

 

Description Amount 

2021 North DFW MOAA Chapter Membership Dues 

North DFW MOAA Chapter membership dues are separate from and in addi-
tion to your National MOAA Dues. 

  

 Amount due:  $20.00 (If paid by 12/31/2020) 

 Amount due:  $25.00 (If paid on or after 01/01/2021) 

  

  

Voluntary Scholarship Contribution 

Contributions go toward our annual scholarships awarded each May. 

Contributions to the scholarship fund are tax deductible.  Please make a copy of 
this invoice and retain it as proof of payment for your taxes. 

 

 Check # Total Amount Enclosed:   

Make Checks payable to:       North DFW MOAA                                             Payment Due by 01/31/2021 

“An Association of  Military Officers(& their surviving spouses) of the Seven Uniformed Services of the United States” 

Affiliated with the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 350,000 Members — “One Powerful Voice” 

MOAA is an information services association and advocate for active and retired families . 

North DFW Military Officers Association 
 

2021 Membership Application/Renewal 
Mail application to: 

 
North DFW Military Officers Association 

P. O. Box 294685, Lewisville, Texas 75029-4685 

Treasurer—davenelson@tx.rr.com 

Invoice Date:  01/01/2021 

 

Bill To: 

 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________  Cell or Home 

 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:davenelson@tx.rr.com

